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(57) ABSTRACT

A technique is described for table grid detection and separa-
tion during the analysis and recognition of documents con-
taining table contents. The technique includes the steps of
table detection, grid separation, and table cell extraction. The
technique is characterized by the steps of detecting the grid
lines of a table using, for example, inverse cell detection,
separating noise and touching text from the grid lines, and
extracting the cell contents for OCR recognition.
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1
TABLE GRID DETECTION AND
SEPARATION

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application is a divisional application of U.S.
patent Ser. No. 12/414,365, filed on Mar. 30, 2009. The
present application claims priority to that application and
incorporates its contents by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The invention relates to analyzing and recognizing the
content of scanned documents and, more particularly, to tech-
niques for analyzing and recognizing the contents of tables
within scanned documents.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Reading table content plays a very important role in pars-
ing documents that contain table contents. Such documents
can be invoices, bills, shipping receipts, medical or insurance
claim forms, financial spread sheets, and the like. Consider-
ing the large variations of table designs on these documents,
providing a correct reading order that helps the parsing of
document content is a challenging task. Reading tables from
document images, especially when the images have skewing
or handwriting, is even more challenging. The technique
described herein addresses these issues by providing a meth-
odology for detecting and separating table grids from scanned
document images.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A technique is provided for scanning invoice images and
other documents with tables in order to detect tables and their
contents, extract inverse and regular table cells, separate
noise, graphics or handwriting from the table grid, and sepa-
rate touching texts from the table grid. Although the tech-
niques described herein were initially designed for process-
ing invoice document images in an exemplary embodiment,
those skilled in the art will appreciate that the techniques
described herein may be readily applied to extract the con-
tents of other types of tables of other types of documents as
desired.

In particular, the invention encompasses methods, systems,
and computer readable media storing instructions for imple-
menting on a processor a method for detecting a table grid in
areceived digital document and extracting the table grid from
the received digital document. In an exemplary embodiment,
the technique includes extracting connected components
from the received digital document to identify table grid
candidates, extracting inverse cells from the table grid candi-
dates, extracting grid line components from the table grid
candidates, validating that the grid line components belong to
a table grid, and extracting regular cells from the validated
grid line components. An exemplary embodiment of the
method also includes separating noise, graphics, handwrit-
ing, and/or touching text from the validated grid line compo-
nents.

In an exemplary embodiment, extracting inverse cells from
the table grid candidates comprises generating a binary image
from connected components by assigning white background
and assigning all pixels in the connected components a black
value, and applying a smearing operation to the generated
binary image in both the horizontal and vertical directions.
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White holes in the connected components that are smaller
than a predetermined size also may be filled with black pixels,
and horizontal and vertical short runs having lengths less than
a predetermined threshold may be removed by setting pixels
in the short runs to white color. Extracting inverse cells from
the table grid candidates may also include removing all black
connected components in the binary image and validating
whether each connected component may be an inverse cell.
The validation includes, for each extracted component with
perimeter S, width w, height h, and pixel number N,,, calcu-
lating the rectangularity degree D, of this connected com-
ponent as follows:

D f Ny Np
rect = m"{ wo ke’ 5 = 2miniwe, hio)
I 2 B,

min(we, /ic)

and determining that the connected component is a valid
inverse cell component if the rectangularity degree D, _, is
larger than a predefined threshold. Validating whether each
connected component may be an inverse cell also includes
computing the variance V, of the lengths of all runs in the
connected component as follows:

{Val(lengths of all horizontal runs) if w, < A

var(lengths of all vertical runs) Otherwise

where var(.) is an operator to compute the variance of an
integer sequence, and determining that a connected compo-
nent is an inverse cell component if V, is less than a threshold.

In exemplary embodiments, extracting grid line compo-
nents from the table grid candidates includes determining that
any horizontal run or vertical run of pixels in the connected
components not smaller than a threshold is part of a table grid.

On the other hand, validating the grid line components as
belonging to a table grid may be done by determining whether
the grid line components satisfy one ore more of the following
tests:

(1) determining whether the density D of a connected com-
ponent is greater than a threshold, where D is the number of
pixels in the connected component divided by the product of
the width and height of the connected component, computing
the ratio R, between the number of inverse cell component
pixels and the number of the original connected component
pixels, and determining that the grid line components belong
to a table grid containing inverse cells if R, is greater than a
second threshold;

(2) determining whether the density D of a connected com-
ponent is less than a threshold, where D is the number of
pixels in the connected component divided by the product of
the width and height of the connected component, and deter-
mining that the grid line components belong to a table grid if
D is less than the threshold;

(3) determining whether every line component of the grid
line components is long enough and large enough to be part of
a table grid based on the width and height of each connected
component of the grid line components;

(4) checking the number of horizontal and vertical grid line
components and when the number is greater than a predeter-
mined number, identifying four margin lines that are two
horizontal lines with minimum and maximum Y coordinates
and two vertical lines with minimum and maximum X coor-
dinates, and determining that the grid line components are
part of a round-corner grid when (1) the sum of the lengths of
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the four margin lines S, is greater than or equal to a-S, where
a is a value between 0 and 1 and S is the perimeter of an
original table grid comprising a round-corner rectangle where
S is defined as two times the width plus height of the con-
nected components of the original table grid, and (2) the area
A, of the table grid formed by the grid line components is
greater than or equalto a-A, where A is the area of the original
table grid defined as width times the height of the original
table grid;

(5) identifying the two longest horizontal lines and two
longest vertical lines of the grid line components with a length
tolerance T,, identifying two horizontal margins as the longest
horizontal line with length L, from horizontal grid line com-
ponents, getting all horizontal grid lines with length larger
than [,~T, and putting them in a group G, and from G,,
taking the line with the minimum Y coordinate as the top
margin and the line with the maximum Y coordinate as the
bottom margin, identifying two vertical margins as the long-
est vertical line with length L, from vertical grid line compo-
nents, getting all vertical grid lines with length larger than
L,-T, and putting them in a group G, and from G,, taking the
line with the minimum X coordinate as the left margin and the
line with the maximum X coordinate as the right margin,
calculating the distance between the left and right margins,
the distance between the top and bottom margins, the position
difference between end points of the left and right margins,
the position difference between end points of the top and
bottom margins, the height difference between the left and
right margins, and the width difference between the top and
bottom margins, and validating the grid line components if
each of the following tests is satisfied:

every pair of margins has the same length,

every pair of margins is at the same level,

there exists at least one thin margin,

the left and right margins are parallel,

the top and bottom margins are parallel, and

the table grid is large enough;

(6) determining that the table grid comprises an open table
defined as a table grid with only top and bottom margins and
one or multiple vertical separator lines by computing the
distance between the top and bottom margins, the position
difference between end points of the top and bottom margins,
and the width difference between the top and bottom margins
and validating the grid line components if each of the follow-
ing tests is satisfied:

there exists at least one vertical separator line,

the top and bottom margins have the same length,

the top and bottom margins are at the same level,

both the top and bottom margins are thin margins,

the top and bottom margins are parallel, and

the table grid is large enough; and

(7) validating a single-cell by generating a binary image
from the original connected components, adding a black
bounding box to the binary image, extracting all white holes
from the image to get the hole with amaximum area A, .., and
validating the grid line components if the hole with the maxi-
mum area has an area that is at least a predetermined percent-
age of the total area of the original connected components.

In exemplary embodiments of the invention, separating
noise, graphics, handwriting, and/or touching text from vali-
dated grid line components comprises initializing the table
grid by merging all inverse cell components into one single
connected component, merging all horizontal and vertical
black connected components that are connected with the table
grid to the table grid to identify short grid lines shorter than a
threshold and all remaining connected components that are
not connected with an inverse cell component. The short grid
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lines and the connected components that are not connected
with an inverse cell component may then be classified by, for
each connected component C:

merging C to a final table grid CC. if C is a short line and
connected with CC;

adding C to a group of all remaining black connected
components if C is a short line but is not connected with CC;

adding C the group of all remaining black connected com-
ponents if C is not a short line but connected to at least one
component in the group of all remaining black connected
components; and

merging C to CCif C is not a short line and not connected
with any component in the group of all remaining black
connected components.

Once so classified, the components in the group of all
remaining black connected components may be classified
into graphics, grid or text by:

determining that a connected component with one dimen-
sion larger than a maximum text size is graphics;

determining that a connected component with one dimen-
sion smaller than a minimum text size is a grid;

checking that a connected component with text size has one
round corner component and, if so, merging the round corner
component into a grid; and

determining that components with text size that do nothave
round corner components are text.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The foregoing summary, as well as the following detailed
description of various embodiments of the present invention,
will be better understood when read in conjunction with the
appended drawings. For the purpose of illustrating the
embodiments, there are shown in the drawings embodiments
that are presently preferred. It should be understood, however,
the embodiments of the present invention are not limited to
the precise arrangements and instrumentalities shown.

FIG. 1 illustrates a schematic diagram of a portable scan-
ning system that may be adapted to scan documents for table
grid detection and separation using the techniques of the
invention.

FIG. 2 is a flowchart of table grid detection and separation
in accordance with the invention.

FIG. 3 illustrates an enlarged character ‘V” to illustrate the
definition ofa ‘run’ and a ‘connected component,’ where (a) is
the original image and (b) is the rotated and flipped image
used to extract vertical runs.

FIG. 4 illustrates the procedure to detect and extract inverse
cells from a connected component in accordance with the
invention.

FIG. 5 illustrates the pre-processing result of a connected
component image, where (a) is the original binary image and
(b) is the processed image.

FIG. 6 illustrates an example of filling small white holes
and removing non-inverse cell runs for inverse cell detection
and extraction, where (a) is the obtained image after filling
small white holes and (b) is the obtained image after remov-
ing non-inverse cell runs.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart showing how to extract grid line
components from a binary grid image.

FIG. 8 illustrates an example of grid line component
extraction, where (a) is the obtained grid after inverse cell
subtraction, (b) is the extracted horizontal grid line compo-
nents, (c) is the extracted vertical grid line components, and
(d) is the obtained grid (inverse cells and grid lines).

FIG. 9 illustrates extracted table grid cells, including the
inverse cell, three regular cells, and the extracted grid lines.
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FIG. 10 illustrates an exemplary procedure to validate an
extracted clean grid.

FIG. 11 illustrates the validation of four margins of a pol-
luted table grid.

FIG. 12 is a flowchart of open table validation in accor-
dance with the invention.

FIG. 13 illustrates an example showing the remaining com-
ponents of a grid, where (a) is the original grid, (b) are all of
the remaining components, (c) is the restored grid, and (d) is
the separated touching text.

FIG. 14 illustrates the restored grid and separate touching
texts and graphics.

FIG. 15 illustrates positions to check if a component is a
round corner component.

FIG. 16 illustrates a grid that passed the validation based on
high density, where (a) is the original grid and (b) is the
separated grid and detected cells, where inverse texts are
inverted to regular text and the inverse cell is shaded.

FIG. 17 illustrates a grid that passed the validation based on
low density, where (a) is the original grid and (b) is the
separated grid and detected cells.

FIG. 18 illustrates a grid that passed the validation based on
border lines, where (a) is the original grid and (b) is the
separated grid and detected cells.

FIG. 19 illustrates a grid that passed the validation based on
margins, where (a) is the original grid and (b) is the separated
grid and detected cells.

FIG. 20 illustrates a grid that passed the round-corner table
validation, where (a) is the original grid and (b) is the sepa-
rated grid and detected cells.

FIG. 21 illustrates a grid that passed the open table valida-
tion, where (a) is the original grid and (b) is the separated grid
and detected cells.

FIG. 22 illustrates a grid that passed the single-cell table
validation, where (a) is the original grid and (b) is the sepa-
rated grid and detected cells.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF ILLUSTRATIVE
EMBODIMENTS

Exemplary embodiments ofthe invention will be described
in detail below with reference to FIGS. 1-22. Those skilled in
the art will appreciate that the description given herein with
respect to those figures is for exemplary purposes only and is
notintended in any way to limit the scope of the invention. All
questions regarding the scope of the invention may be
resolved by referring to the appended claims.

Exemplary System

FIG. 1 illustrates a schematic diagram of a portable scan-
ning system that may be adapted to scan documents for table
grid detection and separation using the techniques of the
invention. Of course, the techniques described herein may
also be used with conventional, non-portable scanning sys-
tems as well. As illustrated in FIG. 1, sheet-fed scanner 100 is
connected through communication cable 112 to a computing
device 102, which may be a desktop or laptop computer, for
example. Scanner 100 scans a sheet 110, which may be a
sheet of paper, a receipt, a business card, or the like, and
digitizes the text and graphics thereon in a conventional man-
ner. The scanning result is generally a digital image that is
transferred to the computing device 102 through communi-
cations cable 112. The digital image may then be manipulated
by a computer program executed by computing device 102.
The computer program as executed by computing device 102
may implement various aspects of the claimed method as
explained below. Thus, the computing device 102 is a
machine that implements the method described herein.
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The computing device 102 includes a display monitor 104
on which the scanned image and/or cropped image is dis-
played to users. Computing device 102 may optionally
include a memory slot 114, a disk drive 116 for storing image
files and application program files, and a keyboard 106 for
providing data input. A mouse 108 is also provided to permit
execution of commands by the computing device 102.

In an exemplary embodiment, the computer program
executed by the computing device 102 of FIG. 1 analyzes the
images received from the scanner 100, converts the images to
text, analyzes the text data, extracts expense data, and puts the
extracted expense data into an expense report. In another
exemplary embodiment, the computer program executed by
the computing device 102 of FIG. 1 analyzes business card or
other documents images received from the scanner 100, con-
verts the images to text, analyzes the text data, extracts con-
tacts data, and puts the contacts data into a contacts database.
An exemplary system for capturing, storing and processing
documents, such as receipts and business cards, are described
in U.S. Pat. No. 7,069,240. The contents of that patent are
hereby incorporated by reference in their entirety.

Table Grid Detection and Separation

The techniques of the invention relate to processing
scanned document images to detect table grids and to separate
the text from the table grid for inclusion of the text in, for
example, an expense report. F1G. 2 is a flowchart of table grid
detection and separation in accordance with the invention. As
illustrated, the starting point of the proposed approach is a
binary image received from the scanner 100, for example at
201. Color and grayscale images are binarized at 201 by
applying, for example, an adaptive image binarizer. Then, at
202, all connected components are extracted from the binary
image in a conventional fashion. As shown in FIG. 2, after
obtaining the connected components, the technique is divided
into the following steps: get table grid candidates (203); for
each table grid candidate (204-212), determine if inverse cells
exist (205) and, if so, extract (206) and remove inverse cells
(207); extract grid line components (208); validate the table
grid (209); separate noise and touching texts from the table
grids (210); and extract regular cells (211) if necessary. The
result is a clean table grid with extracted cells (213). Each step
of' this approach will be described in detail below.

Before describing the technique in detail, the following
two data structures will be defined to help the description and
the understanding of the algorithm described below.

The first data structure NCRun is used to represent a run on
a binary image. Each run is a sequence of connected pixels
with the same value and on the same row of an image. The
structure NCRun has three integer variables: Row, cFirst and
cLast whose meanings are included in the code definition.
The enlarged character “V’ shown in FIG. 3(a) will be used as
an example to explain the concept of NCRun. In FIG. 3(a),
each black block represents a black pixel on the binary image.
In FIG. 3(a), character ‘V’ has dimension 27x29 pixels. Each
row in rows 0 to 22 (numbered from top of “V”’) contains two
runs, while each row in rows 23 to 28 contains only one run.
Assuming the top-left point coordinates are (0, 0), the three
member variables of the first NCRun in the first row have
values Row=0, cFirst=0 and cLast=5. Thus:

struct NCRun{
int Row; //the row of the run on the image
int cFirst; //the first column of the run on the image
int cLast; //the last column of the run on the image
¥
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The above definition of NCRun can be called a horizontal
run since all pixels in a run are on the same row. However,
NCRun also may be defined in the vertical orientation as
follows. In the technique described herein, many times both
horizontal and vertical runs are required. Fortunately, the fast
run extraction method used to extract horizontal runs can be
applied to extract vertical runs without any code change by
rotating the original image counter-clockwise by 90 degree
then flip the image upside down as shown in FIG. 3(4). In
other words, a vertical run may be defined as:

struct NCRun{
int Column; //the column of the run on the image
int rFirst; //the first row of the run on the image
int rLast; //the last row of the run on the image
¥

It should be noted that for the same image the numbers of
horizontal runs and vertical runs are usually not the same. For
example, the character ‘V’ shown in FIG. 3 has 52 horizontal
runs but only 27 vertical runs. In the following description,
unless clearly specified, all runs mean horizontal runs.

The second data structure NCConnComponent is used to
represent a ‘connected component’ on a binary image. Each
connected component is a group of connected runs where
‘connection’ is defined as an 8-neighbor field connection.
NCConnComponent contains four integer member variables
X, ¥, w and h and a vector member variable runs whose
meanings are included in the following code definition:

struct NCConnComponent{

intx; //the X coordinate of the top-left corner of the connected
component
//the Y coordinate of the top-left corner of the connected
component
int w; //the width of the connected component
inth; //the height of the connected component
vector<NCRun> runs; //the vector of runs contained

in the connected component

inty;

In FIG. 3, character ‘V’ can be represented with one single
connected component. By assuming the top-left point coor-
dinates to be (0, 0), the four integer member variables have
values x=0, y=0, w=27 and h=29 and the vector runs contains
52 runs inside.

Get Table Grid Candidates (Step 203; FIG. 2)

The procedure to get table grid candidates is based on the
size of the connected component obtained in step 202. Given
an image with resolution R (unit is DPI), the thresholds used
to obtain table grid candidates are T,,,,,=R/4 (minimum grid
size) and T_,,,,=R/10 (minimum table cell size). Given a
connected component with dimension wxh, it is considered a
table grid candidate if max(w.h)=T,,,,, and min(w,h)=T_,,,,.
Extractand Remove Inverse Cells (Steps 206 and 207; FIG. 2)

An inverse cell is defined as a cell in a table with inverse
(white) text on a dark background. Since inverse cell compo-
nents on a table grid affect the extraction of horizontal and
vertical line components and the validation of the table grid,
inverse cells should be extracted and separated from the origi-
nal connected component first if a table grid is determined at
step 206 to contain inverse cells. The procedure to detect and
extract inverse cells is shown in the flowchart of FIG. 4. All
major steps in this procedure are described below.

Pre-Processing

A connected component contains all required information
to describe the component; therefore, it is a straight-forward
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process to generate a binary image from the connected com-
ponent received at 401 by assigning a white background and
assigning all pixels in the connected component a black value
at402. The generated binary image is pre-processed at 403 to
help the detection and extraction of inverse cells. In the image
pre-processing step 403, a smearing operation is applied to
the binary image in both horizontal and vertical directions.
This operation can help the detection and extraction of inverse
cells with a meshed dark background. The pseudo code ofthe
horizontal smearing is:

for each row on the binary image
find all white gaps between two black pixels
for each white gap
compute the length L of the gap
if L<=T then
fill the gap with black pixels
end
end
end

where T is a predefined gap length threshold depending on the
resolution of the original image. In an exemplary implemen-
tation, T=5 for an image with resolution 300 DPI. The vertical
smearing operation is different from the horizontal smearing
operation only in that the operation is on columns instead of
rOws.

FIG. 5 gives a pre-processing example which shows a
connected component before (F1G. 5(a)) and after (FIG. 5(5))
the pre-processing. As illustrated, the pre-processing can
make the inverse part solid and easier to detect and extract.

Fill Small White Holes

Given the image resolution R with unit DPI, a threshold T,
is defined as T=R/7. A white hole (with width w,,,, height
h, ;. and pixel number N, , ) on the binary image is consid-
ered a small hole if it satisfies any one of the following two
conditions.

MaxX(Wy oz p01e) <Thote

@

2
Niote< Ty 015 Wpore

@

All identified small holes will be filled with solid black color
at 404. For example, the obtained binary image after filling
small white holes of image in FIG. 5(5) is shown in FIG. 6(a).

Remove Non-Inverse Cell Runs

At 405, both horizontal and vertical runs are extracted from
the processed binary image with small holes filled. All runs
with length shorter than a predefined length threshold T, are
identified as short runs that can not be included in an inverse
cell at 406. All short runs are removed by setting pixels in
short runs to be white (background) color. In an exemplary
implementation, T,~=R/10, where R is the resolution of the
original image. FIG. 6(b) shows the result after removing all
short runs from the image shown in FIG. 6(a).

Inverse Cell Validation

At 407, all black connected components are extracted from
the binary image obtained from 406. Based on the assumption
that all cells in a table should have a rectangular shape, the
extracted connected components are validated at 408-411 to
check if they can be an inverse cell component. For example,
for each extracted component (with perimeter S, width w_,
height h, and pixel number N,), the rectangularity degree
D,.., of this connected component is computed at 408 as
follows:
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5 -min(we, hc)

If the rectangularity degree D,,_, is larger than a predefined
high threshold T, at 408, then the connected component is
considered a valid inverse cell component at 410. On the other
hand, if the rectangularity degree D, , is smaller than a pre-
defined low threshold T),, at 408, then the connected compo-
nent is considered an invalid inverse cell component at 411.
For any component with D,,_, satisfies T, <D,,_<T,,, a sec-
ond checking step is required. Because of the skewing of
scanned images, a rectangle shape on the original document
might appear as a parallelogram. The second checking step is
to make sure that these shapes are also considered as inverse
cell components.

For the second step validation, the variance V, of the
lengths of all runs in the connected component is computed as
follows:

{Val(lengths of all horizontal runs) if w, < A €8]

var(lengths of all vertical runs) Otherwise

where var(.) is an operator to compute the variance of an
integer sequence. Once the run length variance is available,
the decision is made as follows:

if V, <10

not inverse cell component Otherwise

@

. inverse cell component
Component is

The rectangularity degree D, ., of the connected component
shown in FIG. 6(b) is 96, so it is definitely an inverse cell
component. Once a connected component is decided as an
inverse cell component, the filled holes are put back to restore
the original shape of the cells.

Extract Grid Line Components (Step 208; FIG. 2)

If a table grid contains inverse cells that are detected as
described above, these inverse cells will be subtracted from
the original connected component before extracting grid line
components. For the table grid shown in FIG. 5, for example,
the obtained connected component after subtracting the
inverse cell components is shown in FIG. 8(a).

Once the grid with inverse cells subtracted is available, grid
line (horizontal and vertical line) components are extracted
from the obtained grid image. Because of the skewing during
scanning, a long straight line may appear as a group of con-
nected line segments. Although a Hough transform is an
effective approach to detect lines from a binary image, the
algorithm has the following two disadvantages which make
Hough transform inappropriate for use in the method of the
invention: (1) the algorithm is extremely slow when the origi-
nal image is large; and (2) end points of detected lines have to
be decided by going through the original image. In accor-
dance with the invention, a line detection and extraction algo-
rithm based on runs is used instead of the Hough transform.
The algorithm has the following two advantages that are
exactly the opposite of Hough transform’s disadvantages: (1)
The algorithm runs very fast; and (2) Detected lines are
extracted automatically as line segments. The procedure of
this algorithm is shown in the flowchart of FIG. 7, where L.(.)
is an operator to compute the length of a run, and T; is a
threshold to decide based on image resolution and skewing
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tolerance. Basically the larger the skewing, then the smaller
the value of T,. In an exemplary implementation, T;=R/6,
where R is the image resolution.

In the flowchart shown in FIG. 7, the horizontal and vertical
grid line components 707 and 713 are the output of this
procedure. The basic idea of grid line extraction can be
described as follows: any horizontal run with length not
smaller T; is considered a part of the horizontal grid line
components, and any vertical run with length not smaller than
T; is considered a part of the vertical grid line components. A
group of connected horizontal runs belonging to horizontal
line components is a horizontal line segment, and a group of
connected vertical runs belonging to vertical line components
is a vertical line segment. In FIG. 7, the binary grid image is
obtained at 701 and horizontal and vertical runs are extracted
at 702. For each horizontal run U (703, 708), it is determined
at 704 whether L(U)=T,. If L(U)=T,, then U is a horizontal
line (705) with group connected runs (706) and corresponds
to the horizontal grid line components (707). On the other
hand, if L(U)<T,, the process is repeated for the next hori-
zontal run U. The same process is followed at 709-714 for the
vertical runs.

FIGS. 8(b) and 8(c) show the extracted horizontal grid line
and vertical grid lines, respectively, from the grid image
shown in FIG. 8(a). By combining the extracted grid lines and
inverse cell components, the clean table grid component is
obtained as shown in FIG. 8(d), where white holes are
restored.

Table Grid Validation (Step 209; FIG. 2)

For some steps of the table grid validation, it is desirable to
extract the regular table cells first. The procedure to extract
regular cells is similar to the procedure to extract inverse cells.
The only difference is, instead of extracting all black runs, all
white runs are extracted from the clean grid image. After all
white runs are available, the process to remove non-regular-
cell runs is exactly the same as the procedure shown in FIG.
4.FIG. 9 shows the extracted grid cells from the image shown
in FIG. 8(d).

There are certain amount of documents that contains
graphics such as logos. Some of these graphics components
might contain some solid components that are detected as
inverse cell components, line drawings that are extracted as
grid line components, and white holes that are extracted as
regular cells. The goal of the ‘table grid validation’ step is to
remove those graphics components that satistfy part of the
table grid criteria thus are incorrectly detected as table grids.
The validation process is a six-step procedure, as shown in
FIG. 10, where each block 1001-1006 represents one valida-
tion step. If any one of the six validation steps is passed, the
extracted grid is considered a table grid at 1007. In other
words, a grid is not considered to be a table (1008) only when
all six steps of validation have failed.

The details of each validation step will be described in
detail below. Before providing such details, some thresholds
based on image resolution will be defined and some values
will be pre-computed as well. Given the following connected
component information:

CC,: the original connected component without any pro-

cessing;

CC,_: the clean connected component containing only

inverse cell and grid line components;

ICC: the group that contains all inverse cell components;

HCC: the group that contains all horizontal grid line com-

ponents;

VCC: the group that contains all vertical grid line compo-

nents;

W, and H_: the width and height of CC_;
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W._ and H_: the width and height of CC_;

N,,: the number of horizontal line components in HCC;

N, the number of vertical line components in VCC;

N,,,: the number of pixels in CC,,;

N,,;: the number of pixels in all inverse cell components;

N,,;,: the number of pixels in all members of HCC;

N,,,: the number of pixels in all members of VCC;

N,,,: the number of remaining pixels after removing inverse

cells and all grid lines from CC_;

one predefines and pre-computes the following values:

D,,: the high density threshold (70 in an exemplary imple-

mentation);

D;: the low density threshold (5 in an exemplary implemen-

tation); and

T g the minimum clean grid size (R/10 in an exemplary

implementation).

Validation Based on Density (Step 1001; FIG. 10)

The step 1001 of validation based on density is divided into
two more steps. One step is based on the high density thresh-
0ld D,, and another step is based on the low density threshold
D,. The two steps of validation are described as follows.

1. Validation Based on High Density

A connected component will be validated based on high
density only if D>D,, is satisfied, where

is the density of the original connected component. If D>D,, is
satisfied, the ratio R, between the number of inverse cell
component pixels and the number of the original connected
component pixels is computed as

The decision is made as follows:

passed if R, > 0.2
failed if R, <02

3
Validation = { @

This step of validation will capture the table grids containing
large inverse cell components.

2. Validation Based on Low Density

In this step of validation, the same density D (the density of
the original connected component) is computed. The decision
is made as follows:

passed if D <Dy
failed if D= Dy,

4
Validation = { @

This step of validation will capture the large table grids con-
taining no inverse cell components.

Validation Based on Border Lines (Step 1002; FIG. 10)

Because of noise on scanned images, a table grid on a
binarized image might have broken grids that make the table
incomplete. This step of validation will try to capture these
incomplete table grids. The procedure of validation based on
border lines is as follows:
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1. The table grid should be an incomplete grid. A grid that
satisfies min(N,, N )=1 is identified as an incomplete grid.

2. Every line component should be long enough. A line
component (either horizontal or vertical line) with width W,
and height H, is considered a long-enough line only if max
(W,H)=5-min(W,H,).

3. All line components should be large enough. The line
components are considered as large enough only if the con-
dition

N,
(Npo = Np) = —=

is satisfied.

4. Clean grid size should be large enough. A clean grid is
considered to be large enough only if min(W_H_)=T
satisfied.

It should be noted that, if any of these steps of validation
failed, the validation will terminate immediately by reporting
a failure message back.

Round Corner Table Validation (Step 1003; FIG. 10)

For a table grid with round corners, the grid line extraction
process will break the grid borders into unconnected lines.
The result is runs in the clean grid CC_ that are not connected
into one single connected component. In this step of valida-
tion, these types of table grids are captured, and the round
corners are put back to the clean grid later (see below).

The first step of round-corner table validation is to check
the number of horizontal and vertical line components. Only
when min(N,,, N, )=2 is satisfied, will the next step proceed.
From the grid line components, four margin lines are identi-
fied that are two horizontal lines with minimum and maxi-
mum'Y coordinates and two vertical lines with minimum and
maximum X coordinates. If the original table grid is a round-
corner rectangle with perimeter S, then the sum S, of the
lengths of these four lines is S-S_, where S . is the sum of four
corner lengths and S is computed as S=2(W_+H,).

The grid is considered to be a round-corner grid only if the
following two conditions are satisfied:

cgmin 15

S20.8xS )

W xH =0.8xW_xH, (6)

where the first condition is based on the grid perimeter and the
second condition is based on grid area.

Validation Based on Grid Margins (Step 1004; FIG. 10)

On real documents such as invoices, it is common for
handwriting to pollute the original table grid, especially the
bounding box of the grid. Sometimes, the handwriting may
contain one or multiple line components. Since the handwrit-
ing can make the bounding box of the grid much larger than a
clean grid, the previous steps of validation based on size will
fail with very high probability. In this validation procedure,
these polluted table grids are captured by removing the effects
of the handwriting.

As in the previous validation step, min(N,,N )=2 is the
precondition of this validation step. If this condition is satis-
fied, from those line components, the two longest horizontal
lines and two longest vertical lines are identified with a length
tolerance T,. The tolerance T, is set to make sure one can
correctly identify the four margins of the grid. T,=10 in an
exemplary implementation. The procedure to identify the two
horizontal margins is:

1. Get the longest horizontal line with length L. from HCC;

2. Getall lines inside HCC with length larger than [.-T, and
put them in a group G; and
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3. From G, take the line with the minimum'Y coordinate as
the top margin and the line with the maximum'Y coordinate as
the bottom margin.

The procedure to identity the two vertical margins is the
same.

After obtaining these four margin lines, where each line is
a connected component represented with NCConnCompo-
nent, C; and C, are used to represent the left and the right
margins and C, and Cz are used to represent the top and
bottom margins. The following values are computed:

Dis; z=Cr'x+Cxw-C, x: the distance between the left and

right margins;

Dis;z=Czy+Czh-C,y: the distance between the top and
bottom margins;

Dif; z=IC, y-Cryl+ICpy—Cry+(C,h-Cxh)l: the posi-
tion difference between end points of the left and right
margins;

Dif,5=IC;x-Cgzxl+ICx-Czx+(Crw—Cyzw)l: the posi-
tion difference between end points of the top and bottom
margins;

Dif=IC; h-Cx-hl: the height difference between the left
and right margins; and

Dif,~IC,w-Czwl: the width difference between the top
and bottom margins.

Predefining a distance threshold T, the procedure of vali-
dation is shown in FIG. 11. The meaning of each step is as
follows:

1. Step 1101: Validate that every pair of margins have the
same length;

2. Step 1102: Validate that every pair of margins are at the
same level,;

3. Step 1103: Validate that there exists at least one thin
margin (remove the affection of inverse components);

4. Step 1104: Validate that the left and right margins are
parallel;

5. Step 1105: Validate that the top and bottom margins are
parallel; and

6. Step 1106: Validate that the new grid is large enough
(using threshold T, defined above).

Once the validation of FIG. 11 is passed at 1108, a new
clean grid will be generated. All other components out of the
bounding box defined by these four margins are considered as
noise. In an exemplary implementation, T,~40 which is
decided based on experimental results. It certainly can take
other values if higher performance can be obtained.

Open Table Validation (Step 1005; FIG. 10)

On invoice documents, for example, a certain amount of
open tables exist that can not pass any previous step of vali-
dation. In this step, this type of table is captured. An open
table is defined as a table grid with only top and bottom
margins and one or multiple vertical separator lines. Open
tables usually do not contain any inverse header. The valida-
tion of an open table is similar to the previous step (FIG. 11).
After obtaining the top and bottom margins C,and Cz and the
longest vertical separator line with length the following val-
ues are computed:

Dis;z=Czy+Czh-C,y: the distance between the top and

bottom margins;

Dif,5=IC;x-Cgzxl+ICx-Czx+(Crw—Cyzw)l: the posi-
tion difference between end points of the top and bottom
margins; and

Difw=IC;w-Czwl: the width difference between the top
and bottom margins.

The open table validation procedure is shown in the flow

chart of FIG. 12. The properties validated in each step are as
follows:
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1. Step 1201: Validate that there exists at least one vertical
separator line;

2. Step 1202: Validate that the top and bottom margins have
the same length;

3. Step 1203: Validate that the top and bottom margins are
at the same level;

4. Step 1204: Validate that both the top and bottom margins
are thin margins;

5. Step 1205: Validate that the top and bottom margins are
parallel; and

6. Step 1206: Validate the new grid is large enough (using
threshold T, ., defined above).

As in FIG. 11, once the validation is passed, a new clean
grid will be generated from the two margins and the vertical
separator lines. All other components out of the bounding box
defined by these two margins are considered as noise. The
values of T, and T, are also the same as in FIG. 11.

Single-cell Table Validation (Step 1006; FIG. 10)

A single-cell table usually can pass one or several of the
previous steps of validation. However, because of the skewing
caused by scanning, margins of a single cell might not be thin
enough or parallel in the horizontal and vertical directions. In
this step, skewed single-cell tables are captured. Given the
original grid component CC, (with dimensions W, and H_),
the validation of a single-cell procedure is:

1. Generate the binary image from CC_;

2. Add a black bounding box (rectangle) to the image;

3. Extract all white holes from the image and get the hole
with the maximum area A, ,; and

Tnaxs

4. Make decisions as follows:

passed if A =0.75W,xH, @
Validatio

failed if A < 0.75W, x H,

Separate Noise and Touching Texts From Table Grids (Step
210; FIG. 2)

The table grid that passed the validation (step 209) is a
clean grid containing only inverse cells and long grid lines.
However, after the scanning, there is a lot of noise added to the
grid lines that make the lines not have the same thickness.
This noise usually appears as small black spots on the com-
ponent image with the clean grid removed. On the other hand,
printing texts and handwriting on documents can touch grid
lines too. While handwriting can be identified as graphics or
noise, printing texts should also be identified as texts so that
they can be put back into the original image to help with the
accuracy of the OCR process.

The operations in this step will restore the original grids
and also separate touching text and handwriting from the
grids. For example, the image shown in FIG. 13(4) is the
obtained image after removing the clean grid from the con-
nected component image shown in FIG. 13(a). As shown, it
contains both grid remainders and touching text (letter J). All
of'these remaining black components RCC are collected and
the process shown in the flowchart of FIG. 14 is performed. In
the flowchart of FIG. 14, ICC, HCC and VCC have the same
meanings as above. The definitions of other variables are:

RCC: the group containing all remaining black connected

components after removing ICC, HCC, VCC from the
original connected component;

CCp: the final grid (a single connected component);

GCC: the group containing all graphics components;

TCC: the group containing all text components;

T, ,.ax=R/4: the maximum text size;

T,,.:,=3: the minimum text size; and

T,;=R/3: the threshold used to decide if a line is a long line.
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The procedure of the separation can be divided into three
major phases. The details of operations in each major phase
are described below.

1. Generate the Initial Grid

In the flowchart of FIG. 14, the first phase (steps 1401-
1410) stops at the checking point “HVCC empty?” (1410). In
this phase, the output grid is first initialized by merging all
inverse cell components into one single connected compo-
nent at 1401, 1402. Then all components in HVRCC that
connected with the initial grid are merged to the grid (1403-
1406). All grid lines that are longer than T, are merged to the
grid at 1407-1408. After all the operations in the first phase
(loop 1403-1409 is completed), HVCC should contain only
grid lines shorter than T, and RCC contains all remaining
components that are not connected with the inverse cell com-
ponent.

2. Classity Short Lines and Remaining Components

The second phase contains all the operations on the right
half (steps 1411-1421) of the flowchart of FIG. 14. Opera-
tions in this phase will be performed only if the updated
HVCC is not empty at 1410. In other words, only when the
extracted grid lines contains some short lines will steps 1411-
1421 be performed.

In steps 1411-1414 of this phase, all components in RCC
that comprise a short straight segment are put in non-empty
HVCC. Then, all components in HVCC that are connected
are merged (1415). Next, for each connected component C in
the updated HVCC (1416), the following operations will
happen:

(a) C is merged to CC if it is a short line and connected
with CC(1418);

(b) Cis added to RCC ifitis a short line but is not connected
with CC(1419);

(c) Cis added to RCC if it is not a short line but connected
to at least one component in RCC (1420, 1419); and

(d) C is merged to CCp if it is not a short line and not
connected with any component in RCC (1421).

At 1412, the connected component C is considered to be a
line if any one of the following two conditions is satisfied:

max(W,,H,)=20 min(W,,H,) (€8]

max(W,, H,)=5 min(W,,H,) and V<2 2)

where V is the variance of horizontal run lengths for vertical
lines and the variance of vertical run lengths for horizontal
lines.

3. Classity Remaining Components

After the completion of steps 1411-1421, the group HVCC
is now empty (1410), and a component used to be inside
(1422) is merged to the grid or added to RCC. In this step, the
components in RCC are classified into graphics, grid or texts.
The procedure is as follows:

(a) A large component (with one dimension larger than the
maximum text size T,,,,,) is considered as graphics (hand-
writing) at 1423-1424;

(b) A small component (with one dimension smaller than
the minimum text size T,,,,) is considered as a grid at 1425-
1426;

(c) A component with text size will be checked to see if'it
has one round corner and the round corner component will be
merged into a grid at 1427-1428; and

(d) All components with text size that are not round corners
will be classified as text and put in TCC at 1429.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

16

At 1427, the round corner checking operates as follows:
(a) Decide the round corner size as

I h(min(Wch) R]
c = mi —3 32/

where W and H_. is the width and height of the grid compo-
nent; and

(b) If the component falls in one of the four round corner
positions shown in FIG. 15, then it is a round corner compo-
nent.

FIG. 13(c) shows the restored grid and FIG. 13(d) shows
the separated text from the original grid.

After all the previous steps, a restored grid is obtained with
detected inverse cells and without any touching texts and
graphics. Obviously, if the original grid is polluted by touch-
ing texts or graphics, regular cells need to be re-extracted
from the restored grid using the approach described in the
table grid validation section above. The final output of all of
the operations described herein is a restored grid with both
inverse and regular cells, separated text and separated graph-
ics. The next step is to read the table in a correct reading order
and to process the separated text and separated graphics in the
desired manner (see, for example, U.S. Pat. No. 7,069,240).

EXAMPLES

FIG. 16 illustrates a grid that passed the validation based on
high density, where (a) is the original grid and (b) is the
separated grid and detected cells, where inverse texts are
inverted to regular text and the inverse cell is shaded.

FIG. 17 illustrates a grid that passed the validation based on
low density, where (a) is the original grid and (b) is the
separated grid and detected cells.

FIG. 18 illustrates a grid that passed the validation based on
border lines, where (a) is the original grid and (b) is the
separated grid and detected cells.

FIG. 19 illustrates a grid that passed the validation based on
margins, where (a) is the original grid and (b) is the separated
grid and detected cells.

FIG. 20 illustrates a grid that passed the round-corner table
validation, where (a) is the original grid and (b) is the sepa-
rated grid and detected cells.

FIG. 21 illustrates a grid that passed the open table valida-
tion, where (a) is the original grid and (b) is the separated grid
and detected cells.

FIG. 22 illustrates a grid that passed the single-cell table
validation, where (a) is the original grid and (b) is the sepa-
rated grid and detected cells.

Various Embodiments

As is apparent from the above, all or portions of the various
systems, methods, and aspects of the present invention may
be embodied in hardware, software, or a combination of both.
When embodied in software, the methods and apparatus of
the present invention, or certain aspects or portions thereof,
may be embodied in the form of program code (i.e., instruc-
tions). This program code may be stored on a computer-
readable medium, such as a magnetic, electrical, or optical
storage medium, including without limitation a floppy dis-
kette, CD-ROM, CD-RW, DVD-ROM, DVD-RAM, mag-
netic tape, flash memory, hard disk drive, or any other
machine-readable storage medium, wherein, when the pro-
gram code is loaded into and executed by a machine, such as
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a computer or server, the machine becomes an apparatus for
practicing the invention. As illustrated in FIG. 1, a computer
on which the program code executes will generally include a
processor, a storage medium readable by the processor (in-
cluding volatile and non-volatile memory and/or storage ele-
ments), at least one input device, and at least one output
device. The program code may be implemented in a high level
procedural or object oriented programming language. Alter-
natively, the program code can be implemented in an assem-
bly or machine language. In any case, the language may be a
compiled or interpreted language. When implemented on a
general-purpose processor, the program code may combine
with the processor to provide a unique apparatus or machine
that operates analogously to specific logic circuits.

Moreover, the invention can be implemented in connection
with any computer or other client or server device, which can
be deployed as part of a computer network, or in a distributed
computing environment. In this regard, the present invention
pertains to any computer system or environment having any
number of memory or storage units, and any number of appli-
cations and processes occurring across any number of storage
units or volumes, which may be used in connection with
processes for improving image processing in accordance with
the present invention. The present invention may apply to an
environment with server computers and client computers
deployed in a network environment or distributed computing
environment, having remote or local storage. The present
invention may also be applied to standalone computing
devices, having programming language functionality, inter-
pretation and execution capabilities for generating, receiving
and transmitting information in connection with remote or
local services.

Distributed computing facilitates sharing of computer
resources and services by exchange between computing
devices and systems. These resources and services include,
but are not limited to, the exchange of information, cache
storage, and disk storage for files. Distributed computing
takes advantage of network connectivity, allowing clients to
leverage their collective power to benefit the entire enterprise.
In this regard, a variety of devices may have applications,
objects or resources that may implicate processing performed
in connection with the image processing using the methods of
the present invention.

Although not required, the invention can be implemented
via an operating system, and/or included within application or
server software that operates in accordance with the inven-
tion. Software may be described in the general context of
computer-executable instructions, such as program modules,
being executed by one or more computers, such as client
workstations, servers or other devices. Generally, program
modules include routines, programs, objects, components,
data structures and the like that perform particular tasks or
implement particular abstract data types. Typically, the func-
tionality of the program modules may be combined or dis-
tributed as desired in various embodiments. Moreover, the
invention may be practiced with other computer system con-
figurations and protocols. Other well known computing sys-
tems, environments, and/or configurations that may be suit-
able for use with the invention include, but are not limited to,
personal computers (PCs), automated teller machines, server
computers, hand-held or laptop devices, multi-processor sys-
tems, microprocessor-based systems, programmable con-
sumer electronics, network PCs, appliances, lights, environ-
mental control elements, minicomputers, mainframe
computers and the like.

Those skilled in the art will appreciate that other image
processing features besides those specifically described
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herein may be used with the techniques described herein.
Such variations are intended to be included within the scope
of the invention as defined by the following claims.

What is claimed:

1. A computer-implemented method for detecting a table
grid in a received digital document and extracting the table
grid from the received digital document, comprising:

extracting connected components from the received digital

document to identify table grid candidates;

extracting grid line components from said table grid can-

didates;

validating the grid line components as belonging to a table

grid;

separating noise, graphics, handwriting, and/or touching

text from validated grid line components by initializing
the table grid by merging all inverse cell components
into one single connected component, where an inverse
cell component comprises a white text component on a
dark background, and merging all horizontal and verti-
cal black connected components that are connected with
the table grid to the table grid to identify short grid lines
shorter than a threshold and all remaining connected
components that are not connected with an inverse cell
component; and

extracting regular cells from said validated grid line com-

ponents.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein separating noise, graph-
ics, handwriting, and/or touching text from validated grid line
components further comprises classifying said short grid
lines and said connected components that are not connected
with an inverse cell component by, for each connected com-
ponent C:

merging C to a final table grid CC if C is a short line and

connected with CCp;
adding C to a group of all remaining black connected
components if C is a short line but is not connected with
CCp;

adding C the group of all remaining black connected com-
ponents if C is not a short line but connected to at least
one component in said group of all remaining black
connected components; and

merging C to CCif C is not a short line and not connected

with any component in said group of all remaining black
connected components.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein separating noise, graph-
ics, handwriting, and/or touching text from validated grid line
components further comprises classifying the components in
the group of all remaining black connected components into
graphics, grid or text by:

determining that a connected component with one dimen-

sion larger than a maximum text size is graphics;
determining that a connected component with one dimen-
sion smaller than a minimum text size is a grid;
checking that a connected component with text size has one
round corner component and, if so, merging the round
corner component into a grid; and

determining that components with text size that do nothave

round corner components are text.

4. A system for detecting a table grid in a received digital
document and extracting the table grid from the received
digital document, comprising:

a memory that stores a received digital document for pro-

cessing; and

a processor that extracts connected components from the

received digital document to identify table grid candi-
dates, extracts grid line components from said table grid
candidates, validates the grid line components as
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belonging to a table grid, separates noise, graphics,
handwriting, and/or touching text from validated grid
line components by initializing the table grid by merging
all inverse cell components into one single connected
component, where an inverse cell component comprises
awhite text component on a dark background, and merg-
ing all horizontal and vertical black connected compo-
nents that are connected with the table grid to the table
grid to identify short grid lines shorter than a threshold
and all remaining connected components that are not
connected with an inverse cell component, and extracts
regular cells from said validated grid line components.

5. The system of claim 4, wherein the processor separates
noise, graphics, handwriting, and/or touching text from vali-
dated grid line components by classifying said short grid lines
and said connected components that are not connected with
an inverse cell component by, for each connected component
C:

merging C to a final table grid CC if C is a short line and

connected with CCp;
adding C to a group of all remaining black connected
components if C is a short line but is not connected with
CCxr

adding C the group of all remaining black connected com-
ponents if C is not a short line but connected to at least
one component in said group of all remaining black
connected components; and

merging C to CCif C is not a short line and not connected

with any component in said group of all remaining black
connected components.

6. The system of claim 5, wherein the processor separates
noise, graphics, handwriting, and/or touching text from vali-
dated grid line components by classifying the components in
the group of all remaining black connected components into
graphics, grid or text by:

determining that a connected component with one dimen-

sion larger than a maximum text size is graphics;
determining that a connected component with one dimen-
sion smaller than a minimum text size is a grid;
checking that a connected component with text size has one
round corner component and, if so, merging the round
corner component into a grid; and

determining that components with text size that do not have

round corner components are text.

7. A non-transitory computer readable storage medium
containing instructions stored thereon that when processed by
aprocessor implements a method for detecting a table grid in
areceived digital document and extracting the table grid from
the received digital document by:

extracting connected components from the received digital

document to identify table grid candidates;
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extracting grid line components from said table grid can-

didates;

validating the grid line components as belonging to a table

grid;

separating noise, graphics, handwriting, and/or touching

text from validated grid line components by initializing
the table grid by merging all inverse cell components
into one single connected component, where an inverse
cell component comprises a white text component on a
dark background, and merging all horizontal and verti-
cal black connected components that are connected with
the table grid to the table grid to identify short grid lines
shorter than a threshold and all remaining connected
components that are not connected with an inverse cell
component; and

extracting regular cells from said validated grid line com-

ponents.

8. The medium of claim 7, wherein the instructions for
separating noise, graphics, handwriting, and/or touching text
from validated grid line components further comprises
instructions for classifying said short grid lines and said con-
nected components that are not connected with an inverse cell
component by, for each connected component C:

merging C to a final table grid CC. if C is a short line and

connected with CCg;
adding C to a group of all remaining black connected
components if C is a short line but is not connected with
CCp;

adding C the group of all remaining black connected com-
ponents if C is not a short line but connected to at least
one component in said group of all remaining black
connected components; and

merging C to CC if C is not a short line and not connected

with any component in said group of all remaining black
connected components.

9. The medium of claim 8, wherein the instructions for
separating noise, graphics, handwriting, and/or touching text
from validated grid line components further comprises
instructions for classifying the components in the group of all
remaining black connected components into graphics, grid or
text by:

determining that a connected component with one dimen-

sion larger than a maximum text size is graphics;
determining that a connected component with one dimen-
sion smaller than a minimum text size is a grid;
checking that a connected component with text size has one
round corner component and, if so, merging the round
corner component into a grid; and

determining that components with text size that do nothave

round corner components are text.
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